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to be achieved, and not on the assumption of the complete success of the measure of reform,, that policy must be examined, adopted and implemented. The Constitution "of India, it will be noticed, while providing for the pro '.hibition of intoxicating drinks as one of the various aims to be pursued by the State, advisedly says that the aim is 4,one which the State shall " endeavour to bring about, " The relative pace of the endeavour is necessarily a matter of priorities : the allocation of priorities having relation not merely to the specific items competing for accommodation within the resources of an individual State, but also to the other very important aims, the pursuit of which is laid down by the Constitution as a directive principle .of State policy. Unlike, in the case of prohibition, a time-limit is prescribed by the Constitution in respect of some of these other aims, e.g., a period of ten years for the provision of free and compulsory education for children. It seems to us, moreover, that the comprehensiveness of the aims set down by the Constitution and the individual importance of some of them is not always sufficiently .realized. To cite only a few, the State is enjoined., as a .present duty (and not as a matter of graduated endeavour), to make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work, and for maternity relief. The State is also to try to ensure a living wage and a decent standard of life 'for all workers, agricultural, industrial or otherwise. Measures are to be taken for protecting the scheduled 'castes and the scheduled tribes from social injustices - and all forms of exploitation. Last but not Ieast5 among these examples, is the directive to bring about an improvement of public health and to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living of the people of India. In the context, finally, of this multiplicity of aims, all of which cannot, for obvious reasons, be achieved together and within a short time,and, secondly,, of the paucity of resources 'of the State of Hyderabad, the prospects of finding the men and money needed for the satisfactory enforcement of a programme of prohibition, assuming that one is adopted in the near future, must be adjudged to be very poor indeed. In other words., enforcement of the requisite standard is not a practicable proposition. Without proper enforcement, the reform remains for the most part on paper. - Ideology is subscribed to; prohibition drains the State of revenue^ while illicit distillation., drains the people of both money and morale. It is against these practical effects* which we apprehend, that evaluation

